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swallowed up, in their imagination, Italy and all the rest of Christendom,
were taught by this defeat that the tide of their victories was stemmed.
God, who has set bounds to the raging billows of the sea and who weighs
in his hand the globe of the universe as a grain of sand, fixes limits to
states and empires, and governs their revolutions. By abandoning many
flourishing nations to the infidels, he has given a terrible instance of his
justice, by which he admonishes others whom he has hitherto spared,
though perhaps more guilty, to fear his anger, and by sincere repentance
to sue for mercy whilst it is yet offered to them. It is owing to this
clemency towards the remaining part of Christendom that he bridled the
fury of these most fierce and barbarous infidels in the very height of
their pride and prosperity. From that time the Turks have gradually
weakened themselves by their own domestic policy, and have at present
reason to dread the arms of those Christian powers to whom their very
name was formerly a terror. In the battle at Lepanto the infidels lost
thirty thousand men, with their general, Hali, and above two hundred
ships and galleys, besides ninety that were stranded, burnt, or sunk.
There were taken one hundred and sixteen pieces of great cannon, two
hundred and fifty-six smaller, and five thousand prisoners, with a great
number of officers of rank, among whom were two sons of Hali, nephews
to the grand signior. The booty was exceeding great, for the Turkish
fleet was laden with the plunder of many merchantmen and of several
islands; fifteen thousand slaves that were found chained on board their
galleys were set at liberty.

The holy pope, from the beginning of the expedition, had ordered
public prayers and fasts, and had not ceased to solicit heaven, with up-
lifted hands, like Moses on the mountain, besides afflicting his body by
watching and fasting. At the hour of the battle, the procession of the
Rosary in the church at the Minerva was pouring forth solemn prayers
for the victory. The pope was then conversing with some cardinals on
business; but, on a sudden, left them abruptly, opened the window, stood
some time with his eyes fixed on the heavens, and then shutting the case-
ment, said, " It is not now a time to talk any more upon business; but
to give thanks to God for the victory he has granted to the arms of the
Christians.*1 This fact was carefully attested, and authentically recorded
both at that time and again in the process of the saint's canonization.1
In consequence of this miraculous victory, the pope ordered the festival
of the Rosary to be kept on the first Sunday of October in perpetual
thanksgiving to God, and in the litany of our Lady inserted those words,
" succour of Christians." He caused a triumph to be decreed Don John,
which was graced with many illustrious prisoners; and he bestowed honours
and gratifications on other generals and officers. The year following he

1 See Card. Lambertmi, afterwards Benedict XIV, Beatif, and Canoniz. Sanctor. t. i. p. 524.